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count, or commander, of the southern province, which
included part of the opposite coast of Africa.
Meantime a terrible power was advancing from the
East. The sons of Ishmael had been like the sands
of their own desert — wild, scattered, incapable of
united action, save in tribes or clans—until the wonder-
ful impulse given by the promulgation of the Koran
drew them together under one head, and filled them
with indomitable energy. To restore the original
patriarchal worship of Abraham and proclaim the One
God, overthrowing the gross idolatries of the Arabs,
including their fanatical adoration of the Kaaba or
Black Stone of Mekka, was at first the object of
Mahommed > and to this end were directed all the mes-
sages that he declared to be divine, and which finally
formed the Koran. Qf Christianity he knew nothing
save through the distorted medium of the heresies then
prevailing in the East; of Judaism he knew much, and
borrowed a great deal, and he would have amalga-
mated tyith both, if they would have accepted him as the
one last and complete Prophet. He would have made
Jerusalem; the centre of religion to the whole world,
but the passion of the Arabs for the Kaaba and for
Mekka was too strong for him. The Black Stone,
purified from the idols that surrounded it, became the
cynosure of every professor of Islam—i.e. the Faith; and
the city of Mekka, supposed to stand where the Angel
revealed the well to the fainting Hagar, is the place to
which the Faithful turn in prayer, and whither they
make their pilgrimage.
The adoption of the Kaaba won enough of the
Arabs to Mahommed to enable him to overcome, assi-
milate, or destroy the recusant tribes. The faith he

